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NEWSLETTER

"Treat others as you would like to be treated” Matthew 7:12

[
Dear Families,

On Monday afternoon, we came together for our
weekly assembly, where we explored Jesus’ words
from

Matthew 5:16: “Let your light shine before

others.”
We thought about what it means to be a light to i
those around us and how our words, actions and y !
choices can make a positive difference. We were | \“\
reminded that we all have the ability to brighten E——
someone else’s day — whether through a kind word,
a smile, helping someone who needs us, or simply
making sure that everyone feels included and valued.
Since our assembly, “Let Your Light Shine” has been
our mission for the week. We have been encouraged

to look for opportunities to spread kindness, show LETv
compassion and be a positive influence on those
around us.
It has been wonderful to see our children putting this
message into action and showing that even the ;Llﬁ HT+_
smallest Iight can make a big difference. S H I N E
MATTHEW 5.16
. J
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Reception had a wonderful afternoon at
the Community Garden today! We started | [
by learning all about hedgehogs before )ﬁ
heading off on an exciting hedgehog hunt. d
The children then harvested apples and \/ y
pears from the garden and even had the =#
chance to taste the delicious fruit they had ,g
picked themselves.
To finish our visit, we made our own bird %ﬁ
feeders using apples and sunflower seeds, ?\{
helping to care for the wildlife around us. N
It was a lovely afternoon spent exploring
and appreciating God's wonderful world.
A huge thank you to Kris and John for
making our visit so much fun and for
sharing their knowledge with us. We can't
wait to come back again soon!
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Helping Your Child Succeed Through Good School Attendance
Why Attendance Matters

Regular school attendance is one of the most important factors in helping children
achieve their full potential. Every lesson builds on previous learning, and when children
miss school, they can miss valuable teaching, discussions, activities, and opportunities

to develop friendships.
Children who attend school regularly are more likely to:
Ahieve better academic outcomes
Feel confident and engaged in learning
Develop positive friendships and social skills
Build resilience, independence, and routines
Be better prepared for future education and employment

How Parents Can Help

You can support good attendance by:
v/ Establishing regular bedtime and morning routines.
v/ Ensuring your child arrives at school on time every day.
v/ Booking routine appointments outside school hours whenever possible.
v/ Encouraging a positive attitude towards school.
v/ Talking to school staff early if there are any difficulties affecting attendance.
v/ Working together with the school to access support when needed.

Working Together

We understand that there can sometimes be barriers to attendance. Our aim is to work positively
with families to identify concerns early and provide support wherever possible.
Every lesson matters. Every day counts. Good attendance gives children the best chance to learn,
achieve and thriv
Aim High: 97% Atten e or Above
Excellent attendance today cr s better opportunities
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The children had a great time at Fizz Pop
Science Club on Wednesday, taking partin a
range of hands-on science experiments and

learning about some exciting chemical
reactions.
They began by investigating carbon dioxide,
blowing into a universal indicator solution and
watching it change colour from green to yellow.
The children were fascinated to see how
something as simple as their breath could
cause a scientific reaction.
Next, they explored how acetone can break
down polystyrene, observing as the material
changed into a thick sludge. This led to some
interesting discussions about the properties of
different materials.

The children also tested biodegradable packing
foam by placing it in water and watching it swell
and gradually dissolve. They learned how
environmentally friendly materials can help
reduce waste and benefit the planet.
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Art Club had another fantastic session this
week! The children continued developing
their imaginative models, using tissue paper
to cover them ready for paint next week. We
also used OuiSi cards to explore patterns,
shapes and colours in nature, enjoyed
creating designs on the light boxes, and
experimented with charcoal to make bold
and expressive artwork. Another busy and
creative session full of imagination and
artistic flair! = €3 2

Cooking Club had a fantastic time this week
making delicious white chocolate chip cookies!
The children carefully measured and mixed the

ingredients, showing great teamwork as they

combined the egg, flour, sugar and, of course,

white chocolate chips. Everyone worked

together brilliantly, taking turns and following
instructions carefully to create their tasty =
treats. As the cookies baked, the wonderful :

smell filled the room! There was lots of

excitement as the children watched their
cookies turn golden. Well done to all o
budding bakers for their excellent
effort and enthusiasm.

he_..._
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What a fantastic afternoon Narnia Class had at Forest
School on Tuesday! Guided by Mrs Bennett, the
children embraced the challenge of becoming
woodland craftspeople, using bow saws to carefully
cut wood and create their very own yoyos. They
showed great concentration, resilience and teamwork
while learning new practical skills in the outdoor
environment.
Well done, Narnia Class, for such a positive and
successful Forest School session! @
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On Monday morning, Year 3 and 4
took part in a workshop hosted by
Wild Rivers. The children learnt about
the River Wye's charter rights. They discussed
the challenges facing the river from pollution to
the loss of habitats and what we can all do to
help with this. Through fun games, stories and
hands-on activities, they discovered how
verything in nature is connected and how small
actions can make a big difference.

Y | |
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# ROAD SAFETY AWARENESS @

The safety of our children, families and staff is of the utmost

importance. We would like to remind everyone to take extra

care when driving on and around the school site, particularly
during busy drop-off times.

Please drive slowly, remain alert to pedestrians, and ensure
pavements and walkways are kept clear and safe for those
travelling on foot. We are grateful to parents and carers who
help us maintain a safe environment for everyone and
encourage any road safety concerns to be reported to the
school promptly.

By working together, we can help keep our school community
safe. Thank you for your support.
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We are looking forward to our Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children visiting the
Cheltenham Literature Festival on Friday 9th October.

We are very fortunate to have secured tickets to see the much-loved author and illustrator
Nick Sharratt and children’s author Pippa Goodhart, creators of the bestselling You Choose
series. The children will also enjoy a special storytelling session with Isabella Mead.
There will be plenty of opportunities to explore the festival and take part in exciting
activities. We hope it will be a wonderful day that inspires our children and nurtures their
love of reading and reading for pleasure!

A letter has been sent home this week with all the information about this event.

vs\!l“?k

DONATION

As part of our Harvest
celebrations, we are collecting
donations for our local food
bank. We would be grateful for

St Joseph's Catholic Primary School * A

¥\ MARVEST,."*
}:‘EsnvAl;_ o

12th October -

7 ‘\&Gwm thanks e Sharlng with others
b

A e donations of non-perishable
Our annual Harvest Festival will take place on Monday 12th food items, such as tinned
October, and the children are already busy preparing their goods, pasta, rice, cereal and
songs, readings and prayers for this special celebration. We look long-life products. Your
forward to coming together as a school community to give generosity will help support local
thanks for the many blessings we enjoy and to reflect on the families and make a real
importance of helping those in need. difference within our community.
Parents and carers are warmly invited to attend. Receptionand  Thank you in advance for your
Key Stage 1 will celebrate at 9:30am, and Key Stage 2 will kindness and support. \( #; &
celebrate at 11:00am. Both celebrations will take place in the
Sports Hall.
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Seedlings

We have had lots of fun playing in our new baby garden! We enjoyed climbing, sliding and balancing on the
ride-ons. We also searched for the hidden fruit and vegetables in the shredded paper and loved getting
messy exploring the jelly!
Acorns
We loved exploring our first-aid tuff tray, taking care of the dollies and pretending to be doctors and nurses.
We have also been searching for the hidden animals in the jelly and rescuing them!

Oakleaves

The Oakleaves have made some lovely handprint butterflies to show that we are all unique and special. We
have also been making repeated patterns using Unifix blocks and peg boards, developing our pattern
recognition and early mathematical skills.
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Hundred Acre Wood 98.00%
Lighthouse 97.80%
Faraway Tree 94.21%
STARTING: | Neverland 98.06%
This is an exciting opportunity to be a part of November 2026
our amazing Nursery team!
Requirements: NVQ Level 3 or higher in CCLD. Narnia 95.15%
Please get in touch for further information. 01989 ?é':g;s

Hogwarts 98.89%

admin@st-josephs.hereford.sch.uk

St Joseph's Primary School and Nursery s dedicated to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children. Successful applicants must provide ‘right to work' documentation, undergo a DBS check and  [MEaER AT 8=) 97 OO%

provide two satisfactory references.

Dear Lord,
Thank You for bringing our family safely to the
weekend.

Thank You for the love, care and blessings You give
us each day. Please help us to enjoy this time
together, to be patient and kind with one another,
and to appreciate the little things.

Lord, let Your light shine through us. Help us to show
Your love, kindness and compassion to everyone we
meet, and to be a positive light to those around us.
Watch over our family and keep us safe. Give us
peace in our hearts, strength when we need it, and
wisdom to make good choices.

Please remember those who are struggling, lonely or
unwell, and help us to be a source of kindness and
support to others.

Bless our home, our family and the week ahead.
Amen.
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