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St Josephõs Catholic Primary School  

Dear Family,  

We have had a great week here in school, holding our mastering num-

ber parent workshop on Monday for Reception parents.  On Tuesday 

we hosted out amazing St Joseph's Got Talent finals, which was a real 

treat!  

Yesterday we welcomed Mrs Pearce, to our school, for a termly curric-

ulum audit.  Mrs Pearce, is an experienced headteacher and also a 

serving Ofsted inspector. During her visit Mrs Pearce focused on 

whatôs happening  in our curriculum .  She spoke with leaders at all lev-

els and our curriculum ambassadors.   

óWell done for everything youôve achieved. Looking back since 

the last inspection you have brought the curriculum such a long 

way and there are many strengths to celebrate.ô    

Of course, there are always areas to develop and we never stand still 

here at St Joseph's and so we will continue to work hard on these are-

as and look forward to her next visit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 4 have loved investigating how long it takes to melt ice.  We used 

different lines of enquiry to investigate what might impact the rate of 

melting ice for example,  

óHow does the shape of ice affect the rate of melting?ô   

and  

óHow does mixing different materials into the ice affect the rate of melting.ô 

After preparing our ice blocks we conducted fair tests and took meas-

urements throughout a morning.  We look forward analysing and pre-

senting our data next week.   

CURRICULUM IN ACTION THIS WEEK...  



 In RE, our Year 2 children have been reenacting  different parts of the Mass.  

They enjoyed reading and listening to the Gospel and learning  the different 

responses and what they actually mean.  

They also discussed the different signs we make before the Gospel reading 

and the significance of this . We think about Jesus, we speak about Jesus 

and Jesus is always in our hearts.  

At forest school this week, Liberty Class enjoyed making po-

tions and exploring their senses. We also used an app on the 

iPad to identify what different birds we could hear while we 

were down there.  



 A message from Miss Steiner... 

I met with the new Curriculum Ambassadors this week to have a conversation about 
Reading in Key Stage 2. The children were all very keen to share their thoughts and ideas 
and had lots to say about all of the elements of Reading here at St. Joseph's. 

To begin with, we talked about the Key Stage 2 Reading Scheme and many of the children 
spoke with enthusiasm about the books they had read or were reading. They explained 
that they love the graphic novels we have and also the range of non-fiction texts. Abigail 
was especially excited about the books she had been reading about famous artists! The 
children had some great ideas for ways that we can expand and improve our reading 
scheme to include even more of the books they love to read. 

Next, we spoke about Reading Plus and the children told me how much they like the for-
mat of the program and the way that they can achieve 'combos' and move up through the 
levels. They feel that they make good progress with their fluency and comprehen-
sion.  Phoebe explained that she would like there to be more of some text-types within 

her level and I told her that Reading Plus is sneaky 
about trying to encourage children to read widely 
and across a range of different subjects and topics! 

Finally, we talked about Reading Together Time and 
the children told me about which books they had es-
pecially enjoyed so far this year. The Year 5 children 
were huge fans of both of their archaic texts last 

term ('Anne of 
Green Gables' 
and 'A Christmas 
Carol') and they 
are also really en-
joying 'Once' this 
term, which is a 
very different 
book. The Year 3 
children both 
loved 
'Paddington Bear' 
last term and 
have enjoyed 
'The Midnight 
Fox' so far.  

It was a real de-
light to hear the 
children talk 
with enthusi-
asm about 
Reading and 
the stories and 
non-fiction 
texts they have 
enjoyed on 
their own and 
with their clas-
ses this year. 

 CURRICULUM AMBASSADORS  



 Mastering Number Parent Workshops - Reception 

On Monday, Liberty Class had a great morning at their Mastering Numbering 

Workshop, with their parents and family members. We shared some of our num-

ber work that we have been learning in school and also played some games and 

activities with our grown ups that we can now use at home. It was a fantastic 

turn out and invaluable learning experience for both children and parents - 

thank you to all who attended! 

PARENT WORKSHOPS  

FOR RECEPTION CLASS  

We will be holding Maths - Mastering Number parent workshops on the fol-
lowing dates: 

Monday 29
th

 January @ 9:00 am - Year 1 

Monday 5
th

 February @ 9:00 am - Year 2 

These workshops, are designed to help you to support your child with their 

Maths learning. The sessions will be held in the school hall at 9:00amΦ 



 A message from Mr Mason... 

Year 3 had a fantastic afternoon today, tasting a range of dif-

ferent fruits!  The lychees and Sharon fruits were a winner 

amongst some of the children although pineapple was the firm 

winner!  

 FRUIT TASTING IN YEAR 3!  


