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St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School  

Dear Family,  

We’ve had a great week here in school.  The children have enjoyed starting their 

new Spring term topics.  Today we have sent home their topic webs for this term, 

which includes the full set of objectives that will be delivered during the next ten 

weeks of this term. We have also sent home knowledge organisers for your 

child’s topics.  These knowledge organisers will help prepare the children for 

their learning and spark their interest, to ensure they are motivated and commit-

ted to fully engage with their history and geography topics. 

This information can also be downloaded from your child’s class page on the 

school website.  



CURRICULUM IN ACTION THIS WEEK!  

In Year 4 art this week, we have been learning how to create 

tints and shades by mixing whites and blacks with other col-

ours.  We are looking forward to using this skill next week to 

create 3D paintings. 

During science, we classified different materials into solids and 

liquids by observing their properties and using new learned vo-

cabulary such as viscosity and opaque.   



KS2 ASSEMBLY!  

KS1 ASSEMBLY!  

During our whole school assembly this week we launched our annual 

‘Speak Out, Stay Safe’ programme, with both Key Stage 1 and then Key 

Stage 2. The children took away lots if important information on how to 

keep themselves safe and we will be completing set activities in classes to 

reinforce this information.   



Big Ben class have been fantastic mathematicians today. As part of 

our topic on 2d and 3d shapes, the children have been forming tan-

grams. A tangram is an ancient Chinese geometric puzzle where a 

square is cut into seven shapes pieces that can be arranged to cre-

ate different pictures. Super learning Big Ben class!  

MORE CURRICULUM IN ACTION THIS WEEK!  



During their maths learning this week, Liberty Class have used 

their perceptual subitising skills (seeing the quantity without 

counting) in increasingly complex arrangements, moving from 

dots in a line and arrangements of 2, to a focus on standard 

dice arrangements. They have then created their own arrange-

ments and matched then to the correct 

numeral.  



 A message from Mrs Hodges... 

This week in gardening club we celebrated our success of passing the 

RHS campaign for school gardening's level 1 award! We were excited 

to receive our certificate, free seeds and beautiful book 'your wellbeing 

garden' which we have already put to good use when doing our group 

planning activity to decide what we will grow this year. We used some 

seed catalogues, a sow/harvest chart and our calendar to write what 

we will sow, when. We have even made a start on our level 2 award al-

ready, the children are very keen! We talked about creating our new 

squash patch and what we will use to prepare the area. We also made 

some cress heads to take home today and look forward to seeing 

those grow! We were amazed to see how much our hyacinth, bluebell, 

garlic and broad bean plants had grown over the Christmas holiday.   



 A message from Miss Sadler... 

This week at Cooking Club the children helped to bake 

Chocolate Chip Muffins. To make our muffins extra light 

and fluffy, we whisked the eggs before adding our dry in-

gredients. Once combined, we added chocolate chips 

and spooned the mixture into muffin cases. The muffins 

rose beautifully in the oven and were a great success!    

A message from our Educational Welfare Officer—Mrs Karen Borthwick... 

At St Joseph's School we have high expectations and aspirations for our chil-

dren, this includes attendance. Our Policy states every child should attend every 

day that they are required to attend. Our school term time dates are available on 

the school website for your information. 

Holidays should not be taken in term time. Absence for leave in term time may 

only be authorised in exceptional circumstances. The application for leave must 

be made in advance and in line with our attendance policy. The Head teacher 

must be satisfied that there are truly exceptional circumstances based on the in-

dividual facts and circumstances of the case. 

If you have previously been issued with a Penalty Notice from Herefordshire 

Council, PLEASE NOTE YOU MAY NOT BE ISSUED WITH ANOTHER. Hereford-

shire Council may take alternative legal proceedings. 



We had a fabulous time at the 
Young Voices 2024 concert on Wednesday evening. The at-
mosphere was absolutely amazing and the children sang 
their hearts out!  There were over 5000 children in attend-
ance, not including the families that attended too! Thank you 
so much to all our families who came along to be part such 
a wonderful experience.  It really is a 
great memory to treasure and the 
guest performances were so talented 
and a great inspiration for our children 
too! Thank you to Mrs Murray for 
leading this event and Miss Steiner 
and Miss Sadler for accompanying 
the children.    





It’s that time of year again 

when we start to prepare for our  ‘St Joseph’s Got Talent’—whole school 

event!  This year we will be holding the finals on Tuesday 23rd January, 

at 1:00 pm in the sports hall.  The children are invited to prepare a perfor-

mance if they would like to, this can be as a solo or as a group.  Audi-

tions will take place in their classes and then three acts from each class 

will be chosen to perform in the finals on 23rd January.  

Parents of the finalists are welcome to attend this event, We look forward 

to our children having the opportunity to showcase their talents!  

A huge thank you to 

the Ross Educational 

Foundation St Mary’s 

Church, Ross-on-

Wye and Revd. Sean 

Semple for their gen-

erous donation of 

£300.00 towards new 

books for our library. 

Thanks again, we are 

truly grateful!!  



 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY THIS TERM... 

Thursday 18
th

 January Beginning of term Mass 
  

Friday 19
th

 January Year 5 Assembly @ 2:00pm 
  

Tuesday 23
rd

 January St Joseph’s Got Talent 2024 
  

Monday 5
th

 – Friday 9
th

 February Children’s Mental Health Week 
  

Wednesday 7
th

 February Safer Internet Day 
  

Wednesday 7
th

 February 
 

Matilda Performance 6:00pm 

Thursday 8
th

 February Matilda Performance 6:00pm 
  

Friday 9th February Valentines Disco—FSJ  

Friday 9
th

 February School closes for half term 
  

Monday 19
th

  February 
  

Children return to school 

Wednesday 20
th

 February 
  

Year 1 swimming lessons start 

Thursday 22
nd

 February Parent Voice at 2:00pm 
  

Friday 1
st

 March St David’s Day celebrations 
  

Friday 1
st

 March Year 4 Assembly 
  

Monday 4
th

 and Tuesday 5
th

 March 
  

Parents Evenings- Spring Term 

Thursday 7
th

 March 
  

World Book Day 

Friday 8
th

 March 
  

Year 2 Assembly 

Friday 15
th

 March 
  

Year 3 Assembly 

Saturday 16
th

 March 
  

Herefordshire Schools Swimming Gala 

Tuesday 19
th

 March Year 2 visiting Community Gardens 
  

Tuesday 19
th

 March St Joseph’s Feast Day 
  

Thursday 21
st

 March 
  

End of term Mass 

Friday 22
nd

 March Year 1 Assembly 
  

Friday 22
nd

 March 
  

End of term 



NURSERY IN ACTION!  

A MESSAGE FROM MRS 

LEREGO  

The Nursery children loved their art session with Miss Jenn 
this week - making cold snow using baking soda and shav-
ing foam! 

The children were very excited to play on their new climbing 
structure in the garden - pulling themselves up on the climb-
ing wall and whizzing down the slide! 

We have welcomed a few new children this week - Elsie and 
Delilah and look forward to getting to know them! 



‘Treat others as you would like to be treated.’ 



Mr Smith and his team are looking forward to 
hosting our February half term holiday club, they 
have lots of exciting themed days planned!  

As always, places are filling up fast so if you 
would like to book your child a place, please email 
the school office.  



‘Treat others as you would like to be treated.’ 

Our Year 4 children will be venturing to London on 
1st and 2nd July, for a two night residential, as part 
of their Geography topic. They will be studying Rivers 
so if will fit perfectly to be staying on board the HMS 
Belfast during our visit, which is on the famous River 
Thames!  

 To further enhance our children’s ‘wider personal de-
velopment’, we have an action packed two days in 
store for the children, including sight seeing around 
the famous London landmarks and we have secured 
tickets for the Lion King musical too as an evening 
treat!   

Please be assured thorough risk assessments are 
carried out before the trip and sent to the Local Au-
thority for approval.  We also went with last year’s 
year 4 and are confident the children will absolutely 
love this experience. We will be holding a parent 
meeting nearer the time to go through things in more  
detail including timings, our finalised itinerary, food 
menus, adults attending and what the children need 
to.   

You are able to download the letter regarding this trip 
from the letters section of the school website.  

From Monday 15th January tickets 
will be available to purchase for our 
Matilda Performances at the Phoenix 
Theatre in Ross on the following 
dates:  

Wednesday 7th February @ 6:00pm  

Thursday 8th February @ 2:00pm  

Thursday 8th February @ 6:00pm  



 LIBERTY Benji G 

BIG BEN Andrew G 

EVEREST Jessie P 

BLUE LAGOON Amilia C 

ARC DE TRIOMPH Bradley P 

MOSI OA TUNYA Luke J 

ANGEL FALLS Rhys W 

Happy Birthday to Bradley in year 4 who celebrated 
his 9th birthday on Tuesday 
9th January.  

Happy Birthday to Andrea 
in year 1 who turned 6 on 
10th January and Izzy K.P 
in year 6 who also celebrat-
ed turning 11 on 10th Janu-
ary.  

We wish them all a very 
happy time celebrating with 
family and friends! 

We will be holding Maths - Master-
ing Number parent workshops on 
the following dates: 

Monday 22
nd

 January @ 9:00 am - 
Reception 

Monday 29
th

 January @ 9:00 am - 
Year 1 

Monday 5
th

 February @ 9:00 am - 
Year 2 

 These workshops, are designed 
to help you to support your child 
with their Maths learning. The ses-
sions will be held in the school 

hall at 9:00am. 



Enjoy your 

weekend 

 

God Bless  

 

Mrs Francis  

LIBERTY Teddy SS 

BIG BEN Phoebe B 

EVEREST Elia E 

BLUE LAGOON Archie Ba 

ARC DE TRIOMPH Jessie W 

MOSI OA TUNYA Hugo L 

ANGEL FALLS Daniela G 

ROYAL WRITER OF  

THE WEEK!  

LIBERTY 96.15% 

BIG BEN 91.41% 

EVEREST 100% 

BLUE LAGOON 94.64% 

ARC DE TRIOMPH 94.57% 

MOSI OA TUNYA 82.95% 

ANGEL FALLS 96.88% 

LIBERTY Sophie A 

BIG BEN Andrea S 

EVEREST Rupert B 

BLUE LAGOON Maddie L 

ARC DE  TRIOMPH Ned K 

MOSI OA TUNYA Amelia E 

ANGEL FALLS TK Worrall 

LIBERTY Anna M 

Arthur H 

BIG BEN Amaya P 

Norrie P 

EVEREST Sakura P 

Defne D 

BLUE LAGOON Jayden T 

Abby KP 

ARC DE  

TRIOMPH 

Jake B 

Lily Mae A 

MOSI OA TUNYA Archie D 

Toby S 

ANGEL FALLS Amelie K 

Lexi S 


