
St Josephõs Catholic Primary School  

24/11/23 

Dear Family,  

This week the children have been as busy as ever, rehearsing for their Christ-

mas concerts and Nativity performances, as well as their daily curriculum les-

sons, lunch time and after school activities and completing their daily reading 

and weekly homework tasksðwhich when you list it like that it really is a busy 

week! But our children are thriving and enjoying all aspects of school life- we 

couldn't ask for more!  

This half term our values are óAttentive and Discerningô.  

We will be focusing on these as part of our collective wor-

ship in classes next week.  

Pupils at St Josephôs are growing to be attentive to their 

experience and to their vocation; and discerning about the 

choices they make and the effects of those choices.  

Being attentive takes practice; it is much easier to rush from one thing to the 

next, taking little time to notice anything.  Once we develop the habit of being 

attentive, we can begin to discern what is good for us and what is not; and 

what God calls us to be, and to do.  



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

OUR CURRICULUM IN ACTION THIS 

WEEKé. 

This week in maths, Liberty class have been busy making whole 

part models to show different combinations of making a whole.  

The children really enjoyed making fruit kebabs and using their 

counting skills to make sure they all had an equal amount on their 

skewers.  

Everest class have been learning 

how to subtract 1 number from an-

other. We have been using number 

bonds to ten to help us. We used 

tens frames and counters to show 

how we can partition numbers and 

make the calculations easier. 



Year 4 - Sounds 

Year 4 have been conducting tests this 

week to determine which materials would 

make for the best soundproof for a music 

studio. We used a decibel metre to meas-

ure the sound  and did our best to ensure 

we conducted a fair test. 



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

OUR CURRICULUM IN ACTION THIS 

WEEKé. 

Liberty Class had a fanatic Moo Music lesson this 
weekðwhere they enjoyed being superheroes! 
They dressed up to save the day, zooming and 
whooshing around the hall. They used a rhyming 
song to find a frog then celebrated by dancing the 
oogie boogie with their coloured streamers!  

This week, the Year 5 children worked with Miss Jenn to create scaled
-down versions of art installations using cardboard boxes. They lined 
the boxes with white paper, before using a range of exciting tech-
niques to create dramatic effects on the 'walls' of their 'room'. These 
installations are 'mixed media', so a combination of liquid paint, pow-
der paint, sequins, glitter and other items were used to create the 
powerful effects. In their next lesson, the children will take photo-
graphs of their boxes from careful angles, to give the impression of a 
full-sized room. Lego people will be used to help the children gain a 
sense of the impact their installation would have at full size!  



Year 6 are making great headway 
with the waistcoats that they are 
designing and making. This week, 
they have assembled their garment 
by carefully pinning the seams that 
they marked with chalk last week. 
They used safety pins to do this to 
ensure that the pins stayed in place 
throughout the sewing process. 
Some of the children have made 
modifications to the basic pattern, 
adding an overlap for buttons; 
changing the shape of the bottom 
hem or even cropping the waist-
coat!  



Our Key Stage 2 Christmas Concert rehearsals are going well, 
during part of our weekly music lessons, in the lead up to 

Christmas.  The children are busy learning the words and look-
ing forward to performing in front of their families on Tuesday 

19th December at 6:00pm in the school hall.   

ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

Sea Legs Puppet Theatre will be coming on Wednesday 6th December at 9.30am, 
to perform their show óTales from the Farmyardô for the nursery and reception 

class children. The performance will last approximately an hour. 

Tickets will cost Ã7.50 per child. 

We would also like to extend this invitation to all our families with younger sib-
lings (preschool age). Tickets will cost Ã7.50 per child and the adults go free.  

On Friday 8
th
 December, our Reception children will 

be visiting óClearwell Cavesô, as part of our Christ-
mas celebrations in school.  This will be an amazing 
experience for the children and a perfect way of get-
ting into the spirit of Christmas, with our school 
friends.  During this magical tour, we will be visiting 
Santa and receiving a gift, then stopping off at 

Beechenhurst, for a picnic and some outdoor games 
on the way home.  Please be assured, they will be 

eating in a covered area.  

The children can wear non-uniform on this day and 
so something warm and comfortable would be ideal.  

On Friday 22nd December, our Key Stage 1 children 
will be visiting the ICC in Newport, Wales to watch 
the fabulous production of óCinderella on Iceô, as 
part of our Christmas celebrations in school.  This 
will be an amazing experience for the children and 
a perfect way to end our successful term, getting 
into the spirit of Christmas, with our school friends.  

On Friday 8th December, our Key Stage 2 children 
will be visiting the Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
to watch the fabulous production of The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe (based on the novel by 
C.S Lewis), as part of our Christmas celebrations 
in school.  This will be an amazing experience for 
the children and a perfect way to enter into the 
spirit of Christmas with our school friends.  
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We have two complimentary tickets for Hereford United home fixtures 

up until April 2024.  If you are interested in taking your child to watch a 

match at the stadium please let us know and we will add your name to 

our weekly draw.  

Congratulations to Isla in Year 2 for achieving 

her óReading Blue Peter Badgeô. 

She has now inspired the rest of her class to 

work towards achieving this too!    

Congratulations to our year 1 super stars who have shared their achieve-

ments with us this weekðwe are so proud of you!  Please visit our achieve-

ments boards in the school sports hall to see all of the childrenôs achieve-

ments outside of school!  



We are taking bookings for our Christmas Holiday 

Club.  As always places are filling up fast.  Please 

contact the school office to make a booking.  

You may be eligible for funded places and if so, you 

can follow the link below to book your childôs plac-

es.  

 /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ /ƭǳō {ǘ WƻǎŜǇƘϥǎΣ wƻǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ aǊ {ƳƛǘƘ 

ϊ 9Ŝǉǳ  

https://eequ.org/experience/5797
https://eequ.org/experience/5797


ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

This week our Curriculum Ambassadors met with Mrs Dick and Mr Patel to 
talk about their Spanish lessons, includingï what they enjoy learning about 
Spanish, what they can you do now that they couldnôt do before this Spanish 

unit and how they would like to improve their Spanish lessons.  

The children agreed that they would welcome more listening to Spanish 
speakers, videos of adults speaking Spanish and taking a bit more time to 
learning the songs.   

CURRICULUM AMBASSADORS...  

v ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 

{ǇŀƴƛǎƘΚ   

tƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ƛƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōŀǧƭŜπ

ǎƘƛǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ōƛƴƎƻ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǳƴΗ  

v ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 

Řƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ǳƴƛǘΚ  

¸ŜŀǊ р ς L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΦ  

¸ŜŀǊ п ς L ŀƳ ƳƻǊŜ ƅǳŜƴǘ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŀƴ L ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

¸ŜŀǊ о ς L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘ L Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǿΦ 

¸ŜŀǊ с ς L Ŏŀƴ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ 



A message from Miss Sadler... 

This week at cooking club the children helped to bake 'duffins' - 

doughnut muffins! We combined all the ingredients to create a 

donut batter and spooned half the mixture in to lined muffin 

tins. We then chose whether we wanted a chocolate or jam duf-

fin, and added either chocolate spread or jam to the batter. After 

baking, we rolled our duffins in some light brown sugar. We 

were all so excited to eat these!   

COOKING CLUB THIS WEEK...  



FSJ NEWS  

NEXT FRIDAY 1ST DECEMBER @ 

1:30PM  

Our Christmas Fayre is fast approachingé 

If you are able to help on this day, please contact the 

school office.  

We look forward to welcoming all of the families and 

friends of St Joseph's to this special event!  

Please spread the word that during 

the afternoon on this day (2:00pm), 

we will be hosting a Childrenõs 

Christmas karaoke competition in 

the sports hall.  If your child has a 

special Christmas song they would 

like to perform then please ask 

them to come to the school office 

so that we can add their name to 

the list.  Group singers are also welcome to sign up.  

Prizes to be won!  

THANK YOU TO 

THE CO-OP! 



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

RAFFLE TICKETS 

HAVE GONE HOME. MORE TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE.  WE HAVE SOME GREAT PRIZESé.. 

Beefy Boys voucher 

The Courtyard - panto tickets 

Goodrich Castle family admission 

Pizza Express 2 free pizzas 

West Midlands Safari Park 

Luch Hair voucher 

Puzzlewood voucher 

Flip Out 

Monmouth Leisure Centre  

Cotswold Wildlife Park 

Ross Art Studio voucher 

Heavenly Homes and Gardens voucher 

Free MOT for Birdwood garage 

and a big Christmas hamper in a basket 

  

MOVIE NIGHT SUCCESS!  

A BIG THANK YOU to 

everyone who sup-

ported our Movie 

Night last Friday.  We 

managed to raise a 

total of Ãé... 

 

All of the children en-

joyed this event and 

wearing pyjamas 

made it even better!  



A message from Mrs Hodgesé 

This week in gardening club, we separated some garlic bulbs into cloves and plant-

ed them ready for a crop in summer. We harvested sunflower seeds from some 

dried heads we cut down earlier in the year and will plant those in the spring, the 

children were fascinated to find the seeds and learn that that's where Sunflower 

seeds come from. Also, we learnt that gardening isn't always about planting seeds 

and watching things grow, its also about maintenance which can be hard work! The 

children actually really enjoyed getting stuck in raking leaves and collecting them up 

in the wheel barrow.   



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 

 

 

Friday 1
st
 December Christmas Fayre 

  

Monday 4
th
 December 
  

Advent Assembly 

Friday 8
th
 December 
  

KS2 Christmas Outing 

CǊƛŘŀȅ уǘƘ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ  wŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ /ƭŀǎǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ hǳǝƴƎ  

Tuesday 12
th
 December 

  
KS1 Nativity @ 5:30pm 

Friday 15
th
 December Nursery Nativity @ 2:00pm 

  

Tuesday 19th December  KS2 Christmas Performance 

Thursday 21
st
 December 

  
End of term Mass 

Thursday 21
st
 December 

  
Christmas Dinner Day 

Friday 22
nd
 December 
  

Yr 1 & 2 Christmas Outing 

Friday 22
nd
 December 
  

Nursery Christmas Party 

Friday 22
nd
 December End of term 
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NURSERY IN ACTION!  

A MESSAGE FROM MRS 

LEREGO  

{ǘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪΥ 

{ǘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƛǎ aƛƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǝŘȅƛƴƎ ǳǇ Η 

Our construction area is finally complete! The children have loved ex-
ploring it this week and there has been some great Maths learning 
outside! 

The children loved doing some bubble wrap painting with Miss Jenn 
to take home. 

Our focus this week has been technology - we have been turning on 
and off equipment, taking pictures of our friends to look at on the big 
screen and exploring the interactive white boards.  



ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 


