St Joseph's Nursery Spring Topic Plan 1: Wonderful Winter: Acorns and Oakleaves
	Personal, Social & Emotional Development
Support new starters to leave parents/carers happily & confidently.  Continue to develop children's ability to keep nursery promises and think about their own new year promises. Select resources and activities independently, treat them with care & learn how to tidy them away.

Support children to sit & listen to others and to stories and discussions at circle time. Begin to identify Acorns and Oaks group and participate in activities.  Make/develop friendships with peers.
Take turns when playing - ask politely & use timers where support is needed. Ask for help from adults & peers.

Discuss & begin to understand other children’s feelings & viewpoints, share likes and dislikes. Talk about our feelings using emotions chart – and puppets using our puppet theatre in the new reading and music shed. 

	Communication & Language
Our topic will encourage children to think about what they need to keep warm in winter and develop their vocabulary. Encourage children to listen to others & join in discussions relating to talk topics in small and large groups

Support children to use sentences, e.g. I need gloves because... 

Introducing and developing vocabulary  - use the tuff tray labelling as examples.
 Words relating to winter, e.g. frosty, slippery. Names of Arctic and Antarctic animals – polar bear; puffin, Arctic fox..
Introducing language prompts and blank level question examples in all areas of learning.
Listening to familiar books regularly, for example, stick man; will help with their listening and attention and recall.
Oakleaves to engage with daily planned talk sessions with keyworkers to advance vocabulary and have shared discussions.
	Physical Development
Develop self help skills - use toilet and wash hands independently’ remembering to wash hands for 20 seconds.

Put on own coat independently/begin to fasten zips

Outside – winter walks - exploring the field; finding out about the effects on our body e.g. when it is cold what happens to our breath? Den building: Can they build a den that they can fit into? Or a den for an animal?
Explore the new construction area – emptying and filling on a large scale. Oakleaves to use the trim trail. Use the new climbing frame, den and slide.
Indoors - Use paint brushes, chalk, whiteboard pens, pencils, crayons etc. to make large patterns & marks. Use scissors to make cuts and create snowflakes

Dough – developing gross motor skills as will pull and stretch the dough and fold in the glitter. Use threading to develop fine motor skills.

	Literacy.

Read Write Inc.- 'my turn, your turn'(MTYT); 'talk to your partner' (TTYO); stop and listen (hand signal)

Acorns: Find own name card at snack and lunch times. 

Oakleaves -Recognise & find own name card - copying over/under letters of name. Oakleaves to engage with daily planned talk sessions with keyworkers to advance vocabulary and have shared discussions and recall of stories.
Awareness that marks have meaning. 

Listening to and talking about winter stories (e.g. Stick Man, The Gruffalo’s Child), remember favourite characters and say what happens next.
Use a range of mark making equipment outside such as sticks to make marks in a range of messy play.

	Mathematics
Develop understanding of number and shape:
e.g. using ‘Number and shape of the week’ - encouraging children to recognise how many as we show a number of objects relating to the number of the week and number recognition and looking in the environment for shapes. 
Our Maths focus for the first half term is Measure. We will have adult led measure activities and lots of opportunities to explore  measure in continuous provision.
The outdoor Maths area will help develop children’s knowledge in all the Maths areas. They can explore the area with the help of an adult and there will be a focus activity in the tuff tray every day. The new construction area supports weight, measure using the large scales and emptying and filling the buckets. 
	Understanding the World
People and Communities 
RE topic – celebrations, e.g. birthdays. Gathering together to worship God together in Nursery. Our prayer focuses this half term is being thankful and we will be writing our new year promises for our promise tree.
The World 
Explore changes - water, turning into ice and vice versa -making our own ice cubes and blocks. Finding out what makes ice melt, e.g. heat; salt. Observing change in the natural world e.g.no leaves on the trees; frost on the ground and in puddles. Finding out about animals that live in the Arctic and Antarctic
ICT - Completing simple games and activities on interactive whiteboard. Recording what we see by taking photos and how we put those photo’s onto the computer and view them o the screen.

The children will have constant access to the water wall on the playground, which encourages problem solving, using pipes and funnels and emptying and filling containers. 
	Expressive Arts & Design
Creating a winter display for our season’s topic board. Making snowflakes using stencils and paper doilies. 

Using different textures to create pictures e.g. cotton wool for snow people; tissue and material for winter clothing such as hats and scarves.

 Being imaginative and creating our own designs for scarves etc. 

Being involved in Messy play including exploring the texture of Ice and fake snow. Also finding snowflakes hiding in Gloop.

Choosing and joining in with songs and rhymes from our ‘choosing bag.’ 

Exploring the changing role play areas inside and outside: beginning to make believe and engage in imaginative play.



Sessions this term
	Library visits
 PSED:  Joining in with peers and adults. Participating in collective cooperation. Exploring a new environment.

C&L: Understand simple sentences. Listen to rhythmic rhymes in stories, listen to stories. Join in with repeated refrains In stories. Use words, ask questions, use longer sentences.
PD: Turn pages in books. 

L: Handles books and interested in and have their favourite books. Listen to and join in with stories.Repeat phrases in books and anticipate what happens next.

EAD: Enjoy stories about people and nature.

	Weekly music sessions
PSED:  Joining in with peers and less familiar adults. Participating in collective cooperation.
C&L: Listening to and joining in with stories, songs and rhymes. Showing an interest in play with sounds. Following simple instructions. Using a variety of language.

PD: Participating in finger rhymes and action songs. Moving in response to music. 

L: Filling in missing words from rhymes and songs. Enjoying activities with instruments.

M: Depending on the session, they often incorporate Maths into the session. Counting with rhymes, responding to positional language, anticipating repeated sound and action patterns.

EAD: Moving whilst singing/listening to sounds. Imitating actions observed. Joins in with favourite songs. Creating sounds by banging, tapping, shaking. Showing interest and playing musical instruments
	Big Messy play

PSED: Enjoys playing alongside others. Asserts their likes and dislikes. 

C&L: Enjoy laughing and being playful with others. Is able to follow instructions. Use single words, put two words together, learn new describing words.

PD: Enjoy the sensory experience of messy play.

L: Enjoy the sensory experience of making marks and distinguish between the marks they make.

EAD: Experiment with a range of media. Multi- sensory exploration. Enjoys and responds to playing with colour.


	Forest school

PSED:  Joining in with peers and adults. Participating in collective cooperation. Experimenting with what their bodies can do. Seek out others to play with.

C&L: Understand simple sentences. Learn and use new words and ask questions. Use language to share thoughts and feelings and use longer sentences. 

M: Depending on the session, they often incorporate Maths into the session. Responding to positional language, moving their bodies around objects, Talking about shapes in the environment and using counting words. 
UW: Enjoy learning about the natural world and nature. Notice detailed features in their environment. Can talk about things observed such as animals, plants and natural objects.



