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Dear Families, 

We have now come to the close of our Autumn term, and 

it has been a wonderful success! Our Reception children 

have settled beautifully into life here at St Josephôs, em-

bracing the many exciting learning experiences along the 

way. As we look ahead, we eagerly anticipate a well de-

served break with our families, preparing to welcome the 

joy of Christmas and all the beautiful traditions it brings.   

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all our families for their 

ongoing support and for working in partnership with us to 

ensure our children receive the very best education 

throughout their primary years.  

On behalf of everyone at St Josephôs, we wish you a joy-

ful and blessed Christmas, and we look forward to wel-

coming you back in the spring term, which promises 

many more exciting events ahead. 

Thank you to Father Nick and fellow parishioners of St 

Frances of Rome, celebrating Mass together at school on 

Thursday was a beautiful way to end our term and prepare 

us for the coming of Christmas.  

We look forward to welcoming everyone back to school 

on Monday 5th January 2026!  



On Tuesday afternoon 

our Year 1 and 2 children 

ventured to the Sherman 

Theatre in Cardiff to 

watch a performance of 

The Frog Prince.  They 

all had a fabulous time 

and it was a wonderful 

way to get into the 

Christmas spirit with all 

of their friends!  





On Thursday, our Key Stage 2 children delighted us with their Christ-

mas story performance. It was a truly beautiful occasion, and we 

couldnôt be prouder of every single one of them! The singing was out-

standing, filling the hall with festive joy, and our young actors 

brought the story of the birth of Christ to life with great talent and 

heart. 

A huge thank you to Miss Steiner and all the Key Stage 2 staff for their 

dedication and hard work in creating such a memorable and meaning-

ful celebration. 





This week our Nursery children had a fantastic time with Sa-

rah from Art Studio Ross, enjoying their óMessy Artô morning 

with lots of exploration of colours and different materials!  

The children had great fun spray painting, dab painting and 

doing some big messy floor art!  

They are really excited about their Christmas party todayï a 

great way to end such a fantastic term! We look forward to 

seeing everybody back in January!  





As part of the children's kindness award, Amazon class had a won-

derful visit to West Bank Residential Home this afternoon. The chil-

dren sang 'Away in the Manger' and 'We wish you a Merry Christ-

mas' and handed out the cards they made to the residents. Whilst 

there, they had a lovely surprise visit from Father Christmas and his 

elves and even received a present from him! Thank you to the resi-

dents and staff for making us feel so welcome and we hope to be 

back again soon.  





Last Friday, our school was 

filled with festive cheer as chil-

dren enjoyed a delicious 

Christmas lunch together. The 

day became even more special 

with a surprise magic show in 

the afternoon, sparking won-

der and delight across the 

room. It was truly a day to re-

member! Thank you to every-

one who helped make this cel-

ebration so memorable for our 

children! 





Over the past few weeks, Year 6 have been hard at work in their de-

sign technology lessons, creating their very own bags. Along the 

way, theyôve developed a wide range of new skillsðfrom designing 

and cutting their own patterns to confidently using a sewing machine 

and perfecting hand stitching techniques. The children thoroughly 

enjoyed this project and were rightly proud of their finished pieces, 

which look fantastic! Well done, Year 6! 



Amazon class had a wonderful visit to Ross-

on-Wye Library on Monday. They thoroughly 

enjoyed looking at the amazing selection of 

books and then chose two books each to 

take home. Finally they listened to two sto-

ries before returning to school.  



This week, our Reception children have continued to engage with ac-

tivities that draw attention to the purpose of counting ï to find out óhow 

manyô objects there are. The children have revisited the concept of 1:1 

correspondence by making sure that they match collections of objects 

to their representations. They have also developed their understanding 

of the concept of cardinality ï that the last number in the count tells us 

óhow manyô things there are altogether. They have also been matching 

numbers to quantities using their fingers!  


