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St Josephõs Catholic Primary School  

Dear Family,  

Welcome back to the second half of our autumn term.  These next seven weeks 

are busy, but also very exciting here in school, as we prepare for our Christmas 

events and look forward to celebrating the season of Advent together as a school 

community.  

On Thursday morning our Year 5 and 6 children represented the school, attend-

ing the annual Remembrance Service at the Prospect with the local community 

and members of the Royal British Legion.  They sang beautifully as always and 

were excellent ambassadors for St Joseph's.  

This  coming Sunday is Remembrance Sunday, a national opportunity to remem-

ber the service and sacrifice of all those that have defended our freedoms and 

protected our way of life. 

We remember the Armed Forces, and their families and the vital role played by 

the emergency services and those who have lost 

their lives as 

a result of 

conflict.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



This week, to launch the new half term we have been celebrating óSpeak out 

Stay Safeô week, with the NSPCC. The children have participated in lots of ac-

tivities to reinforce the following:  

ǒ Different types of behaviour that are not appropriate 

ǒ The importance of speaking out against behaviours that arenôt okay or make 

children worried or upset.  

ǒ The ótrusted adultsô that children can speak to if they have a worry about 

something.  

ǒ What Childline is, what they do and how they can help all children.  

The programmeôs direct links to the curriculum is crucial in helping schools to 

build a culture of safeguarding.  In partnership with parents we continue to 

strive in helping our children feel confident in staying safe and speaking out.  





LEARNING IN ACTION IN RE-

RECEPTION THIS WEEK!  

Swift Class enjoyed learning about the sacrament of Baptism during R.E this 

week. To bring their learning to life, the children helped to role play this special 

event. We created our own church, sang hymns and practiced saying 'I baptise 

you, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit' when put-

ting the holy water on to the baby's head.  



This week, Swift Classô key focus in Maths has been to deepen our understanding of 5 as 
a quantity by linking the number itself to the 5 fingers on one hand. The children have be-
gun to explore ways to represent numbers to 5 using both their fingers and the Hungarian 
number pattern. These key representations will help to underline the ófivenessô of 5 and 
provide structures that will support later exploration of its composition and its relationships 

with other numbers. 

MASTERING NUMBER IN  

RECEPTION!  



YEAR 4 WELL -BEING DAY!  

Alisha Class had a crazy, wild and fantastic treetop adven-

ture at Go Ape in Beechenhurst on Thursday.  The children 

demonstrated our school values by encouraging others, 

showing resilience when tackling challenges, celebrating as 

a team and being respectful to all adults they interacted with. 

Thank you to all of our wonderful volunteers and to Miss 

Jenn for purchasing Go Ape gloves for all of the children. 

What an amazing experience!  

ôTreat others as you would like to be treated.õ 





On Tuesday afternoon, our year 4 

class enjoyed a visit to Ross-on-Wye 

Community Garden with Tim and his 

team. As always, the children had a 

fabulous time exploring the gardens 

and collecting materials to represent 

signs of autumn. They particularly 

enjoyed running through the willow dragon!  

we look forward to returning in the spring season! 





In English, Year 6 are going to be writing a per-

suasive letter. We spent a lesson learning the 

óshapesô of a persuasive letter and talked 

through the features which need to be included. 

We read through the letter which was written to 

Max (Grinchôs dog) in Who-Ville! This letter was 

to try to persuade Max to get the Grinch to re-

turn their Christmas gifts but also had the aim 

of getting him to feel the true Christmas spirit! 

The children worked well with their talk partners 

to cut out and highlight the features of this per-

suasive letter. We are looking forward to explor-

ing this genre of writing further and writing our 

own persuasive letters.  

YEAR 6  

LEARING IN ACTION!  

! ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ aǊǎ ±ŜǊƴƻƴΦΦΦ 



Monday 11
th
 November Anti-Bullying Week 

Monday 11
th
 November Parentsô Evening 

Tuesday 12
th
 November Parentsô Evening 

Wednesday 27
th
 November Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 29th November  Whole schoolðATHLETE DAY!  

Thursday 5
th
 December Reception and Key Stage 1 Nativity 

Friday 6
th
 December Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 12
th
 December Nursery Nativity @ 2:30pm 

Friday 13
th
 December Christmas Dinner Day and Afternoon Show 

Monday 16
th
 September Reception visit to Clearwell Caves 

Tuesday 17
th
 December Key Stage 1 Santa Safari 

Tuesday 17
th
 December Key Stage 2 Santa at the Stadium 

Thursday 19
th
 December End of Term Mass 

Friday 20
th
 December Nursery Christmas Party @ 11:00am 

Friday 20
th
 December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance 

Friday 20
th
 December End of Term 

Monday 23
rd
 December   

HOLIDAY CLUB 

Monday 30
th
 and Tuesday 31

st
 December 

Thursday 2
nd
  and Friday 3

rd
 January 

Monday 6
th
 January Children return to school for Spring Term 



This week at Cooking Club, the children helped to bake one of our 

favourite bakes - Duffins! These are a hybrid of donuts and muffins. 

The children first combined the dry ingredients in a bowl before 

slowly adding the wet ingredients. We had a great time cracking the 

eggs into the mixture! Once combined we spooned the mixture into 

cases and added either chocolate chips or strawberry jam before 

topping them off with a final layer of mixture.  

A message from Miss Sadlerğ. 



¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŎƭǳōΣ ǿŜ ƪƛŎƪ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǘŜǊƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴŜǿ ǊŜπ
ŎǊǳƛǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŘƛǊǘȅΗ ²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻũ ōȅ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǇŜŀ ǎŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜŘ 
ǘƘŜȅϥŘ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΗ ²Ŝ ƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōŜŘǎ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǊƻǘǎΣ tŀǊǎƴƛǇǎΣ 
ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ōŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǿŜŜǘŎƻǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ 
ǊŜǎƛǎǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǇΗ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǇƻƴŘ ƭŀȅƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻȅ ŀƴŘ aǊ ²Ŝōō ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǿ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ 
Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΗ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ 
ōǳƎ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǿ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΗ  

A message from Mrs Hodges ğ.



Next Monday 11th and Tuesday  12th November , we will be holding our Autumn 

term Parentsô Evening. These meetings are important  for parents and teachers 

to work together and openly communicate about the childrenôs progress and 

wellbeing.  We look forward to welcoming you next week.  

Next week we will be celebrat-

ing Anti Bullying Week.  This 

yearôs theme is: óChoose Re-

spectô.  We will be holding our 

annualðOdd Socks Day  on 

Tuesday 12th November, with 

adults and children being en-

couraged to wear odd socks to 

school,  to celebrate what 

makes us all unique.  

We look forward to this action 

packed week of learning!  



Weôre delighted to share that we will be taking part in fundraising for 

BBC Children in Need 2024, which takes place on Friday 15th Novem-

ber.   

On this day, it is non-uniform and everyone is invited to come to school 

wearing something spotty- with a crazy hair style too!  

We are asking for a donation of Ã1 per pupil . 

All the money raised will go towards supporting children and young 

people in our communities who really need support this winter and be-

yond. Take a look at the BBC Children in Need website for more infor-

mation on how they help children and young people across the UK: 

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk  

On Friday 29th November, we will be holding ó 

- ST JOSEPHôS ATHLETE DAY!   This will be a 

spectacular event, where we have planned for 

professional athletes to come and visit the 

school, lead workshops with the children and  for 

the children to have the opportunity to try out a 

range of new sports.  We look forward to this 

event!  

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk


Our Governing Board has provision for 

TWO Parent Governors and these 

positions will commence 6th January 

2025.  

Parent governors: are parents of children 

at the school who are eligible to stand for 

election to be governors by other parents 

and carers. Parent governors are 

'representative parents' rather than 

'representatives of the parents', and in 

common with other governors, are 

concerned with the welfare of the school as a whole. 

If you would like to nominate yourself (or another parent), please complete 

the nomination form, which has been emailed to all parents and return it to 

the school office within before 12 noon on Friday 15th November 2024.  
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NURSERY IN ACTION THIS WEEK  

A MESSAGE FROM MRS LEREGO  

This week we have welcomed our babies to St. Joseph's Nursery! They 
are starting to settle in really well - exploring the rooms and getting to 
know their key workers. 

We have also welcomed Miss. Raybould to the Nursery who is a great 
addition to the team! 

The children have taken part in lots of firework fun this week - making 
rockets with numicon, creating fireworks with toilet rolls and paint and 
making catherine wheels! 


